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Celebrate March 8th, International Women’s Day  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women’s Day is a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 
women’s movement.  
It is a special day.  It 
is a happy event be-
cause we protest 
against women’s liv-
ing conditions.  And 

this protest is impor-
tant.  Women’s day is 
a time to get together.   
We celebrate our soli-
darity in struggle, and 
encourage the organ-
ized movement that 
can make a difference 
in women’s lives.  We 
demand our rights.  
We have different 
demands to struggle 
for and continue with 
great effort. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women’s Day (IWD) 
stands and fights for a 
society that puts hu-
man being in the first 
place.  Women’s Day 
is a day of strength 
and power.  In 1857 
working women in the 

textile industry fought 
for their rights and 
were killed for seek-
ing their demands.  In 
1910, the conference 
of the Socialist Inter-
national proposed a 
Women's Day. The 
proposal of interna-
tional women’s day 
initially came from 
Clara Zetkin, a social-
ist woman, who sug-
gested an Interna-

tional Day to mark the 
strike of garment 
workers in the United 
States. The proposal 
was welcomed with 
unanimous approval 
by the conference. 
This day was recog-
nized to honor the 

m o v e m e n t  f o r 
women's rights. From 
then on the struggle 
for obtaining equality 
between women and 
men has not stopped.   
Now women are not 
only demanding equal 
rights in the work 
place, they are also 
demanding eradica-
tion of all patriarchy 
and misogynist ruling 
systems. 

On the occasion of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women’s Day we 
pronounce to the 
world that the inva-
sion by US govern-
ment and its allies in 
Iraq, is creating a very 
intolerable life for 
women in this region.  
T h i s  i n v a s i o n 
strengthens the politi-
cal Islam.  Women’s 
rights are under attack 
by the back-warded 
Islamic ruling system.   
Women in the region 
are fighting for having 
basic civil rights.  
Their shelters, their 
health, their society’s 
structures are all de-
stroyed. 
Political Islam has 
made people’s lives a 
misery in many other 
places like Iran, Af-
ghanistan, etc.  In 
IWD we reveal Is-
lamic Republic of 
Iran’s compulsory 
Hejab and all type of 
punishments including 
execution, stoning, 
retaliation and torture 
that are practiced for 
many years to restrain 
women in slavery.   
IWD is a day to re-
member Zhilaa and 
Baxtyar, 13 and 15 
years old children 
who have been 
flogged          con.on p.2 

 

Long Live March 8th 

Editorial: 
Why  

“Rahai 
Zan”? 

A group of world 
citizen men and 
women, including 
the Editor of “Rahai 
zan” founded “The 
Organization for 
Emancipation of 
Women,” in Septem-
ber 2004  aiming to 
deploy egalitarians 
and freedom lovers 
around the world to 
d e f e n d  w o m e n 
movement in Iran 
and other Islam 
stricken countries 
and communities for 
equal rights and re-
cruit them for ”A 
Bet te r  Wor ld!”    
Rahai Zan is the 
English publication 
of this organization, 
and will be pub-
lished monthly. 
 
We try our best 
through “Rahai Zan” 
to be the voice for 
everyone who feels 
s/he can make a 
change by question-
ing and protesting 
against discrimina-
tion and gender                
inequality not only 
in their own societies 
but also in other 
countries.      con.on.5 
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Formation of the Organization for Emancipation of Women 

We, a group of 
women’s movement 
activists held a meet-
ing on September the 
5th 2004 and estab-
lished the Organiza-
tion for Emancipation 
of Women to lead the 
struggle against gen-
der discrimination in 
existing oppressive 
and patriarchal ruling 
systems. 
We struggle for a bet-
ter world.  Our aim is 
to eradicate suppres-
sion, discrimination 
and violence against 
women.   Our aim is 
emancipation of soci-
ety from inequality 
and gender apartheid.  
Our aim is also to 
wipe out discrimina-
tive and oppressive 

regulations against 
women.  We want to 
put an end to the hu-
miliation of women.  
We endeavor to 
achieve freedom, 
equality and complete 
women’s rights. 
A temporary central 
council is formed to 
take the responsibility 
for building different 
sections of the organi-
zation such as publica-
tion, radio, TV, fi-
nance etc… 
The central committee 
members include, 
Mehrnoush Mousavi, 
Nahid Ryazi, Soraya 
Shahabi, Azam Kam-
goyan, Ladan Davar, 
M i n o o  H e m a t i , 
Galavig Qadryan, 
Houzan Mahmoud, 

Maryam Afrasyab-
pour, Malakeh Ezaty, 
M i n o o  H o m y l i , 
Fouzieh Khalediyan, 
Fakhry Nadery Ryga 
R a o u f ,  S h a b b o o 
Mohamadi, Fatemeh 
E q d a m i ,  S a r a 
Mohamad, Galavyzh 
Mostafapour and Azar 
Mousavi. 
The founders of the 
Organizat ion for 
Emancipa t ion  of 
Women inc lude :   
Mehrnoush Mousavi, 
Nahid Ryazi, Soraya 
Shahabi, Azam Kam-
goyan, Ladan Davar, 
M i n o o  H e m a t i , 
Galavig Qadryan, Ho-
z a n  M a h m o o d , 
Maryam Afrasyab-
pour, Malakeh Ezaty, 
Mynoo Homayli , 

Fouzieh Khalediyan, 
Fakhry Nadery Ryga 
R a o u f ,  S h a b b o o 
Mohamadi, Fatemeh 
E q d a m i ,  S a r a 
Mohamad, Galavezh 
Mostafapour and Azar 
Mousavi.Korosh Mo-
daresi, Maryam Sha-
habyan,  Mozafar 
Mohamadi, Ala Faraj, 
Nasryn Amiry, Gol-
bakh Salimy, Soraya 
Khezry,  Shahnaz 
Khandanai, Nasym 
Rahnama, Nasryn Par-
vaz, Arezou MOham-
mady, Mahmmood 
Rahbary, Parasto Ma-
h a j e r ,  H a l a l e h 
Rafeh ,Laleh Zandy, 
Pary Zare, Shiva 
Farahmand, Anita Far-
zaneh, Nahyd Partovi, 
Parvin Maazy, Shahyn 

Masnavy ,Pershang 
Bahramy, Nasrat Sa-
lymi, Afaq Vakily, 
Shabboo Morady, 
Ozra Adamy, Xanom 
Safary, Fateh Shykh, 
Bahar Rabiey. 
The founders also 
h a v e  e l e c t e d 
Mehrnoush Mousavi 
as the secretary of the 
organization. 
We invite all freedom 
loving men, women, 
human rights activists 
to support this organi-
zation and struggle for 
women’s emancipa-
tion. 
September 5th 2004 
Long live freedom 
and equality 

To all freedom loving men and women 

Celebrate...from p.1 
for having a sexual 
relationship.  IWD is a 
day to remember Lyla, 
19, who was only 8 
when she had been 
forced in to prostitu-
tion.  Lyla was only 9 
when she became a 
mother and experi-
enced life in prison 
and at 18 she has been 
sentenced to death.    
In the past year many 
more young girls and 
women are tortured 
and imprisoned by 
Islamic reactionary 
government. 
IWD is a day to pro-
test against unequal 
pay based on gender 
discrimination.  This 
day is a day of protest 

against gender apart-
heid in the work place, 
schools, streets and all 
aspects of women’s 
political, social and 
personal life.  We pro-
test against poverty 
and prost i tut ion, 
which are the products 
of back-warded ideol-
ogy of political Islam 
and the capitalist sys-
tem. 
On IWD we oppose 
the ideology of cul-
tural relativism that is 
the only justification 
of practicing laws and 
policies that validate 
inferiority of women 
and girls in the so 
called secular system 
in western countries.  
In the heart of a mod-

ern society we see 
growth of gender dis-
crimination based on 
the cultural differ-
ences.  Establishment 
of Shariah court in 
Canada based on the 
cultural relativism phi-
losophy nourishes po-
litical Islam locally 
and abroad. 
In the Islam-stricken 
countries, people are 
not allowed to cele-
brate IWD.  The Is-
lamic government in 
Iran has changed IWD 
to a religious celebra-
tion based on a Mus-
lim woman’s birthday 
(Fatimeh Zahra). But 
people are not follow-
ing imposed Islamic 
ideas.  Every year In-

ternational Women’s 
day is celebrated in 
many different cities 
in Iran.  Women or-
ganize themselves to 
protest against the rul-
ing system.  They de-
mand equal rights in 
every aspect of life.  
They throw away he-
jab, which is the sym-
bol of contempt.   
They want change.  
They move towards 
change. 
On Women’s Day all 
the  barr iers  of 
women’s liberty need 
to be revealed and we 
call on all freedom 
loving women and 
men to be in solidarity 
to  s t ruggle  for 
women’s liberation 

and join us to eradi-
cate inequality.   This 
is an important task.  
We have to act now to 
prevent more destruc-
tion of human rights. 
Be united in this im-
p o r t a n t  m a t t e r . 
Women’s rights are 
h u m a n  r i g h t s .  
Women’s rights are 
universal.  We can 
make a big difference. 
 
In solidarity 
Long Live Interna-
tional Women’s Day 
The Organization for 
Emancipation of 
Women 

* * * * * * * * 
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Interview with Yanar Mohamad 
P.3 

Rahai Zan:  Yanar 
Mohamad is one of the 
well known women ac-
tivists in Iraq.  She and 
the network of equality 
seeking movement lead-
ers like Houzan Mah-
moud, Nadia Mahmoud, 
Sakar Ahmad, and Alla 
Farag are very familiar 
to international observ-
ers of the movements’ 
struggles.  In our short 
visit I would like to in-
troduce you to our read-
ers and learn more about 
successes achieved and 
obstacles faced by the 
women movement in 
Iraq. 
First let us know more 
about you.  How old are 
you?  What is your occu-
pation? And how long 
you have been women’s 
rights activists? 
Yanar Mohammad:  I 
am 44 years old.  I am an 
architect and have been 
working in Iraq, Leba-
non and Canada.   Prior 
to initiating my struggle 
for women’s rights, I 
was living in Iraq.  I 
lived there until 1993.  
Up to that time women 
liberty was impossible 
and not even imaginable.   
Livings for women have 
been very difficult for 
generations.  Women 
thought there is no way 
to make change. After 
meeting exiled women in 
Canada I recognized that 
the changes are possible.    
These changes need peo-
ple who want to struggle 

for women’s liberty and 
equality.  After learning 
about a women’s shelter 
which was established 
by women’s rights activ-
ists in Iraq, and about a 
young woman who had 
got a second chance to 
live through this women 
shelter I decided to join 
this movement and work 
for changes. After that I 
learned that there is need 
for a bigger group to 
achieve a better world. 
Rahai Zan :   After the 
US invasion of Iraq 
women’s movement 
entered a new arena of 
struggle.  What was your 
role at that time? 
Yanar Mohammad:  
Even though the struc-
ture of the society has 
been destroyed, we tried 
to make some changes.  
Many women got to-
gether and founded the 
Organization of 
Women’s Freedom 
(OWFI) in 2003. 
Rahai Zan:  What were 
the problems afterward? 
Yanar Mohammad:  In 
that time women’s rights 
were under the impact of 
the war.  Our main prob-
lem was group kidnap-
ping of women for indi-
vidual rape or group 
rape. 
The existing social and 
political groups are not 
taking  any serious ac-
tion regard of this issue.  
Because of the insecurity 
of women’s life, women 
as groups and individu-

als had imprisoned them-
selves in their houses.  
Our organization de-
cided to act and make 
change.  We met and 
decided to go to Ferdos 
Square in Bagdad (the 
square where Sadam 
Hosain’s statue had been 
brought down) and pro-
test against women’s 
situation.   Many interna-
tional journalists had 
gathered in the square.   
We demonstrated against 
the kidnapping of 
women.  We stated that 
the occupiers were the 
main reason of this cir-
cumstance.   We stated 
that the occupiers were 
the cause of the kidnap-
ping of 400 women from 
the streets.  The news of 
our demonstration was 
broadcast worldwide.  
The public was support-
ing us against the occu-
piers.  In a short period 
of time we participated 
in 137 seminars, meet-
ings, demonstrations and 
press conferences.  We 
attacked on political 
Islam.  We were advo-
cating human values, in 
opposition of political 
Islam and US occupa-
tion.  The Islamic groups 
tried to impose the sharia 
laws through the govern-
ing council in Iraq.  We 
protested against it.  
They threatened me with 
death and they stated 
that they would explode 
the OWFI head quarter’s 
office before March 8th 
2003.  A comprehensive 
campaign against Is-
lamic group was organ-
ized and fought them 
back. 
Rahi Zan:  For the first 
time in many years, you 
had a very successful 
women’s day celebra-
tion.  Tell us about it. 

Yanar Mohammad:  
One of our important 
tasks was organizing the 
8th March, international 
women’s day.  We gath-
ered about 1000 women 
and we confronted the 
governing council of 
Iraq.    We criticized the 
law of “temporary or-
ders”.  We demanded 
implementation of a 
secular program. We 
organized a wonderful 
demonstration.  At the 
same time we estab-
lished two women’s 
shelters, one in Bagdad 
and another one in 
Karkok.  One of our im-
portant on going projects 
is our publication called 
Equality which has a 
radical view in Iraqi so-
ciety.  Up to now we 
have published seven 
issues of it. 
Rahai Zan: How would 
you describe your rela-
tionship with the 
women’s movement in 
Iran? 
Yanar Mohammad:  
Political Islam is the 
most dangerous enemy 
for Middle Eastern 
women.  But our com-
mon point of view is 
Mansour Hekmat’s ideas 
of women’s emancipa-
tion and women’s move-
ment.  Women’s libera-
tion has significant value 
to Mansour Hemakt.   
He saw this movement 
as one of his priorities.   
The women’s movement 
in Iran has assisted us 
greatly. Any time we 
needed them they were 
there to help. 
Rahai zan:  Recently 
you organized an impor-
tant conference in Iraq.  
Please tell us what hap-
pened at that confer-
ence? 
Yanar Mohammad:   

Many different groups 
attended in the confer-
ence.  At the conference 
we gathered all the basic 
documents on women’s 
rights issues and had 
discussion and debate on 
them.   The conference 
was held on December 
the 15th 2003.  We 
formed coalition with the 
other groups to achieve 
more power in discuss-
ing our demands with 
present government.     
This coalition strength-
ens our demands for 
civil rights from the gov-
ernment.   The first ac-
complishment was in-
creasing the numbers of 
women right activists in 
the movement.   This 
conference was held in 
Bagdad when every cor-
ner of the city was under 
bombardment.  Even 
though this created a 
very difficult circum-
stance and we had to 
change the conference’s 
place many times yet 
many women attended 
the conference and par-
ticipated in the discus-
sion telling their own 
experiences of struggle 
against the occupiers and 
Islamic groups. 
Rahai zan:  What is 
your plan for this year’s 
March the 8th? 
Yanar Mohammad:  
The most dangerous 
thing attacking women’s 
rights is the constitution 
that considers women as 
a second class citizen.  
This law is going to be 
passed officially by 275 
members of parliament 
that are going to be 
elected in  the “election” 
at the end of this month.   
Two third of the candi-
dates in the “election” 
are from Islamic groups.  
The government’s regu 
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Support the Organization of Women’s Freedom 
 in Iraq in a battle for setting up a secular law  

The Iraqi society’s des-
tiny is a mirror for the 
probability of Iran’s fu-
ture political crises.  
People’s victory or dis-
appointment in Iraq is 
going to have direct ef-
fect on victory or failure 
of people’s struggle in 
Iran.  This is the reason 
that the Islamic move-
ment has been organized 
and has been assisted 
from Iran’s and other 
Islamic-stricken coun-
tries government to 
make achievable con-
quest over secularism, 
and equality seeking 
movements.  Also in 
addition to western 
countries, nationalists 
and the right wing oppo-
sition in Iraq are sup-
porting Bush’s policy.  
The west also displays 
Iraq current circum-
stance to restrain peo-
ple’s struggle in Iran. 
Freedom loving women 
and men, if the equality 
seeking movement suc-
ceeds to defeat political 
Islam and shariah law in 
Iraq, we have moved an 
important step forward 
in returning civil life in 
to Iraq’s society.    A 
defeated political Islam 
will be a defenseless 
enemy for the women’s 
emancipation movement 
in Iran, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and other Mid-
dle East countries. Cur-
rent battle in Iraq is on 
passing the country’s 
fundamental constitu-
tion.    After the ridicu-
lous election the main 
groups that are planning 
to shape Iraq’s future, 
have started there com-
petition in enacting the 

countries constitution.   
Hakim, the chair person 
of the Iraq’s Islamic su-
preme Council, has de-
clared that Iraq’s consti-
tution is going to be Is-
lamic.   Perhaps killing 
and beheading unveiled 

women is the guarantee 
for this ultimatum. 
In Kurdestan the nation-
alists who proclaim to be 
the federal alternative for 
Iraq are working in the 
same direction as politi-
cal Islam for ruling the 
society.  These existing 
forces in Iraq are in fa-
vor of enacting back 

wards and patriarchal 
rules.   Under the power 
of the nationalists in 
Kurdestan, thousands of 
women have been 
slaughtered. 
The only hope for Iraqi 
people is the civilized, 

humanist, freedom lov-
ing and secular force.    
The Organization for 
Women’s  Freedom 
(OWFI) is the pioneer of 
Iraqi people’s hope.  The 
OWFI has a platform to 
defend women’s rights 
in Iraq.   On the call of 
the OWFI tens of well 
known women’s rights 

activists and women’s 
rights organizations have 
supported their platform.  
The OWFI’s first effort 
is to defeat the attempts 
of creating an Islamic 
constitution.  In this 
year’s March 8th, Yanar 

Mohammad the chair 
person of OWFI has 
organized a congress to 
voice the OWFI’s secu-
lar platform. 
The OWF is demanding: 
Immediate withdrawal of 
the occupiers and the 
Islamic terrorists 
Abolition of all Islamic 
punishments against 
women. 
The complete separation 
of religion from the state 
and education. 
Unconditional freedom 
of expression, organiza-
tion and gathering 
Recognition of full equal 
rights between women 
and men 
Women’s participation 
in political, social and 
economic steer 
Support the OWFI’s 
secular and progressive 
platform.  On March 8th, 
on women’s day celebra-
tions make the OWFI 
known to equal rights 
seeking organizations 
and foundations.  Ac-
quire support from inter-
national authorities for 
the platform of secular-
ism, equality, and 
against political Islam’s 
terror. The Organization 
for Emancipation of 
Women defends Yanar 
Mohammad and the 
strengthening of OWFI 
in this battle. 

 

Yanar Mohammad in Iraq 

Interwiew… from p.3 
 
lation and constitution 
are going to be written 
by them.  They will offi-
cially pass the law of 
inequality for women.  
This event may affect 
women’s rights for many 
years.  Civil rights will 
be set based on Islam’s 
shariah laws.  Therefore 
our first priority for 

March the 8th is organiz-
ing a coalition of many 
different women rights 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o 
strengthen demands for a 
secular society and equal 
rights for women.  To 
complete this task we are 
calling on all organiza-
tions and individuals 
who are defending 
women’s rights to join 
us.  After that we will 

arrange a congress called 
“Voice Freedom for 
women” in Bagdad.   
Basically this congress 
will demand a secular 
law for Iraq.    Our slo-
gans for this congress 
include:  Unconditional 
equal rights for women 
and men; abolish all dis-
criminative laws and 
regulations against 
women; passing a secu-

lar law that can guaran-
tee equality between 
men and women. 
Rahai Zan:   Could you 
please tell us how 
women are being re-
cruited to your organiza-
tion? 
Yanar Mohammad:  
We visit residential ar-
eas, working places, 
factories, universities, 
hospitals, and offices to 

talk to women and re-
cruit them in to social 
activities which are re-
lated to their own and 
society’s destiny.   As a 
result of our social ac-
tivities such as: provid-
ing shelters publishing 
Equality, organizing 
meetings, and also our 
attention on international 
activities, many women 
have joined us., con.on p.5 

* * * * * * * * 
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Why Rahai Zan  from. 
P.1 
 
Discrimination against 
women is not another 
invention of capitalism 
system, but capitalism 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y          
reproduce and recon-
struct discrimination 
via its socio-economic  
and cultural institutes 
to generate gender 
division of labor be-
cause it has direct im-
pact on the productiv-
ity of the working 
class and so is vital to 
profitability.  Women 
all over the world ex-
perience social oppres-
sion and gender dis-
crimination to the 
length of history itself.  
Ruling classes main-
tain and regenerate 
oppression and gender 
inequality imposed on 
half of the population 
through culture, tradi-
tion and religion. 
Culture in any era is 
created and dictated 
by the ruling class for 
supporting and con-
tinuing that system’s 
controlling and domi-
nating power. Obvi-
ously no one is borne 
with culture rather 
everybody learns from 
society and the posi-
tion of woman in each 
society is a measure to 
the development of 
that society. Culture is 

produced and repro-
duced by the ruling 
classes within social 
institutions such as 
education, religion, 
economy, and enter-
tainment. In the sec-
ond half of the twenty 
century civil rights 
activist in the Western 
countries, especially 
within United States 
tried to compensate 
for ethno-racial dis-
crimination by provid-
ing the philosophy of 
diversity and multicul-
turalism to challenge 
the western dominant 
culture of “white-
male.”  They were 
dreaming if multicul-
turalism were being 
prevailed” the white-
male unique culture” 
in the west, then they 
would remove racism 
from these societies. 
The governments also 
agreed with this idea 
and they allocated  
millions of dollars to 
build the multicultural 
infrastructures in dif-
ferent western nations.  
It’s more than two 
decades of building 
multiculturalism to the 
reality, instead of re-
moving racial dis-
crimination, the idea, 
brought backwardness 
to western society, 
especially to the immi-
grant women and chil-
dren; consequently 

they were exposed to 
obvious oppression 
and discrimination.  
Violation of children 
and women rights 
based on the culture is 
excused because those 
cultures do allow such 
violation.  Within the 
Western societies, we 
witness Gatos commu-
nities built to enforce 
the patriarchy and mi-
sogyny because their 
cu l tu re s  b e l i ev e 
women and children 
are the properties of 
their male relatives, 
husband, fathers, 
brothers and even 
male cousins! Just to 
mention a few. 
Religious tradition 
plays one of the main 
roles in suppressing 
women.  Political Is-
lam’s oppression and 
h a r a s s m e n t  o n 
women’s rights is the 
first weapon to control 
other aspects of hu-
man rights in the soci-
ety.  In this governing 
ideology women are 
always the first target.   
Hejab is a symbol of 
slavery that is imposed 
on women from the 
very early age in 
childhood.  Inferiority 
of women in law sys-
tem, barbaric punish-
ments like stoning, 
execution or honor 
killing for having rela-
tionship outside of 

marriage and many 
more injustice are 
presence in women’s 
life.  This has to be 
c h a n g e d .  T o d a y 
women don’t want to 
be ruled by ideologies 
which belong to past 
centuries history. 
The ruling system 
makes women’s life a 
nightmare as well.  
Unequal pay, unequal 
employment opportu-
nity, child labor, sex 
trades and many more 
horrific ways of ex-
ploiting women are 
characteristics of a 
gender discriminated 
system which is in 
power world-wide. 
The oppression and 
patriarchy character in 
ruling systems also 
intensifies the other 
types of discrimina-
tions which are based 
on race, nationality 
and religion.  Another 
issue that is strength-
ening the gender ine-
quality is the growth 
of cultural relativism. 
Women have always 
visibly or invisibly 
been in battle with 
inequality.   Our publi-
cation is a part of this 
battle.  Our publica-
tion’s attempt is to 
reflect and direct these 
struggles to make a 
difference.  Our great 
effort is to eradicate 
i n e q u a l i t y  a n d 

women’s suffering.  
We try to reflect 
women’s social, politi-
cal and cultural issues 
on our publication. We 
reveal hejab and other 
symbols of contempt 
on women. 
We radically call for 
change in women’s 
life.   We want public 
to be aware of what is 
h a p p e n i n g  w i t h 
women, why is hap-
pening and what can 
be done.  “Rahai Zan” 
is a political, social 
and cultural publica-
tion.  Rahai Zan is 
advocating for uncon-
ditional equality of 
gender regardless of 
their race, nationality 
and religion.  We ad-
vocate for secularism.   
We demand uncondi-
tional freedom of 
speech and opinion.    
We want to be in 
t o u c h  w i t h 
w o m e n , w o m e n ’ s 
rights activists and all 
freedom loving peo-
ple.  We want to be a 
pronounced voice for 
women. We want to 
reflect the need for 
radical changes in 
many aspects of 
women’s life.  Hands 
in hands, to build a 
better world for 
women. 
 
 
 

Interwiew… from p.4 
Rahai zan:   could you 
please tell us more about 
your international activi-
ties. 
Yanar Mohammad:  
We have initiated an 

enormous struggle to 
become Iraqi women’s 
voice internationally.  
We want to end dis-
crimination against 
women and to accom-
plish equal rights regard-

less of race, nationality, 
religion and gender. 
Our organization is well 
known internationally.  
In order to raise 
women’s knowledge and 
demands we practically 

opened centers for the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f 
Women’s Freedom.  
Furthermore we have 
opened shelters to pre-
vent honor killing.   We 
are also publishing 

Equality, and distribut-
ing 10 thousand copies 
in many different areas 
within Iraq. Internation-
ally we are going to 
broaden our equal rights 
movement. 

* * * * * * * * 

 No to Occupation of Iraq!            No to an Islamic Regime!  
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Canada's Secular Values under Attack 

Saeed Keramat 
Keramat@rogers.com 
 
The Canadian society 
is going to be sur-
prised by an ancient 
"gift": the Islamic Law 
or Shari'a. Islamic 
groups have, unfortu-
nately, already con-
vinced the Ontario 
justice system to allow 
them to establish Is-
lamic tribunals across 
the province. These 
tribunals are supposed 
to allow them to deal 
with small business 
and family disputes 
within the so-called 
Muslim communities. 
This move might be 
embraced by support-
e r s  o f  m u l t i -
culturalism, or cultural 
relativism, i.e. the idea 
that everything in 
every culture is good, 
even if it violates hu-
man rights, provided 
i t s  v ic t ims are 
"members" of the re-

spective "community". 
However, as someone 
who was born into a 
Muslim family and 
raised in Iran, I be-
lieve giving legal 
status to Islamic 
shari'a will produce 
two parallel outcomes: 
chaining Muslim 
women and children to 
Islamic laws and 
unleashing racism. 
The current attempts 
by Islamist groupings 
to establish Islamic 
courts in Canada are 
not their initial step 
towards Islamization 
of a large portion of 
the Canadian society. 
They have been prac-
ticing gender apartheid 
in their schools for-
ever: boys and girls 
are segregated in Is-
lamic institutions. 
Even in non-Islamic 
institutions, such as 
public schools, fe-
males, especially 
young girls, are forced 
to observe the Islamic 
code of chastity, the 
veil, or Hijab. It is the 
first step towards their 
suppression; quite 
comparable, in fact, to 
chastity belt. These 
girls are not, for exam-
ple, allowed to play 
with their boy peers or 

participate in activities 
such as swimming, 
bicycling, and so on. 
Despite such viola-
tions of their children's 
basic human rights, 
Islamic groups have 
now disclosed another 
ambitious plan.  This 
one, if implemented, is 
sure to undermine the 
civic, secular values of 
Canada; or any coun-
try for that matter. En-
forcing Islamic laws is 
a clear violation of 
human rights. 
According to Islamic 
shari'a women have to 
obey their husbands. If 
a woman refused to 
obey, her husband has 
the right to punish her, 
including beating. 
Now, let us ask our-
selves, are we going to 
provide a ground for 
our fellow citizens to 
be legally beaten? Ac-
cording to the Islamic 
laws, a  Muslim man 
has the right to have 
up to four permanent 
wives and unlimited 
number of temporary 
ones. Will polygamy 
be integrated in Can-
ada's legal system? 
Islamic law reserves 
the right to divorce for 
men only. Are women 
going to lose the right 

to divorce as a result 
of establishment of 
Islamic tribunals? 
I think setting up Is-
lamic tribunals in Can-
ada, if we let this hap-
pen, will be equal to 
making human rights 
relative to religion 
and/or ethnicity. They 
are, however, univer-
sal. Just like Europe-
ans and North Ameri-
cans, people originally 
from the so-called 
Muslim societies de-
serve, and do embrace, 
the la test  c ivi l 
achievements in the 
West. Many new Ca-
nadians have been 
banished from their 
birth places precisely 
because they would 
not bear living under 
Islamic laws. They 
have chosen to re-
build their lives in 
Canada mainly be-
cause of its relatively 
secular laws, defend-
ing civil and personal 
freedoms. They would 
not dream that some 
day, at some place, 
half a world away 
from the rule of relig-
ion, they would be put 
back, by the Ontario 
government, at the 
mercy of Islamic 
groups seeking con-

cessions for Islam af-
ter September 11! 
If we let Islamic laws 
and values be offi-
cially institutionalized, 
this will provide a 
most fertile ground for 
the growth of racism, 
first and foremost 
within the traditional 
Right wing of the Ca-
nadian society in gen-
eral, regardless of such 
people's religion or 
ethnicity. It will also 
pave the way for the 
re-incarnation of the 
general and creeping 
interference of religion 
in the people's lives in 
Canada. In a nutshell, 
the effect of this Is-
lamic groups' first ini-
tiative in Ontario will 
be the loss of peace, 
freedom, and sense of 
community all over 
Canada. 
I would like to reiter-
ate that human rights 
are universal. And one 
of the pillars of uni-
versal human rights is 
the right of the indi-
vidual to be protected 
from the encroach-
ments of religion; any 
religion.  
Let us defend secular-
ism in Canada, and 
everywhere else 
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Islamic Terrorism is Women’s Rights enemy! 

 Contact us! 
Send us your feed back! 
Please help us to distribute Ra-
hai Zan! 


