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On Shakira

By Mona Razani

A few years ago, a sudden Latin explosion took pla
in the otherwise pop-dominated music world. A fres
burst of artists such as Ricky Martin, Enrique Iglesi
and Jennifer Lopez opened the doors for a comple
new influence of music and it was at the height of th
explosion that Shakira appeared and for the first tiry
took the English speaking world by storm. Having
already been a famous recording artist in the Latin
music industry since the age of 14, she carried an
immediate sense of professionalism and composure
this combined with her fresh sound, poetic lyrics,
sensual dancing and exotic good looks sent her deb
album Laundry Servicestraight to the top of the
charts.

Shakira is half Columbian, half Lebanese and this m
cultural background and upbringing has clearly
influenced her style of music. On her album there is
such a diversity of sounds, varying from everything
from rocky guitar rifts to panpipes. Her first single
‘Whenever, Wherevewas an upbeat, Latin influence
track, which not only showed off her musical skills,
in the video she also had a chance to demonstrate
very individual dancing style, clearly influenced by
authentic Arabic belly dancing. Then there was her
second singléUnderneath Your Clothes'This was a
very soulful, almost blues influenced track, which m
than anything showed off her unique lyrical writing.
With lines such a%/ou own the place where all my
thoughts go hiding'and“because of you | forgot the
right ways to lie, because of you I'm running out of
reasons to cry’she revealed a much deeper, more
poetic side to her music.

However, despite first appearances Shakira posse
much tougher side to her image and her music. Bein
self-proclaimed rock fan, including Led Zepplin, but
also the more recent 90’s band Nirvana, she has al
tried her hand at slightly more rock-influenced track
These includéThe Rules”and also her third single
“Objection”, which is also based around the old,
original Tango and furthermore in the video Shakira
demonstrated yet another musical talent, as she pl
the guitar solo herself.

So as you see, Shakira is a very fresh, diverse artist

with reassuringly non-formulaic, non-conformist mu
style. Her so far, only English albuiraundry Service’

is definitely worth listening to and it is likely to at least

include one track, which suits your music taste. If
anyone wants to explore her music even further tha
what is mentioned in this article, her previous, Spa
albums includéPies Descalzos’ (‘Barefooted)994
and‘'Donde Estan Los Ladrones’ (‘Where Are the
Thieves’)1998. But if nothing else | certainly
recommend that you try and listen to the songs list
throughout the article and if you have any further
guestions you can e-mail mezadra99@yahoo.com
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